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19 August 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 19 August 1969

Bross noted that he will be having lunch with Robert Froehlke
today and pointed to the advisability of coordinating his input to PFIAB
with the Director. The Director concurred, and the three will be
having lunch today.

DD/I noted completion and distribution of an OCI memorandum
on the situation in Czechoslovakia one year after the Soviet invasion.

DD/I called attention to the article on MIRV by Chalmers Roberts
in today's Washington Post.

Lehman for Godfrey noted that 19 August had passed without much
of a flurry, as anticipated in earlier reporting on Vietnam.

Carver briefed on his attendance at a meeting of the Sullivan
Committee and noted a DOD/ISA requirement to assess the nature of
the political opposition to the Thieu government in South Vietnam.

Carver pointed to the item in today's New York Times by James
Sterba and to the item by Robert Kaiser in today's Washington Post.
He commented that press attacks alleging CIA involvement in the Green
Beret affair seem to be on the wane and that coverage is becoming
closer to the facts.

Maury noted receipt of information that Senators Hollings and
Goldwater and Congressman Rivers feel the Agency has been subjected
to unnecessary abuse in the Green Beret matter. He added that he sent
the Director a copy of Congressman Rodino's exchange with the Army
and noted that Congressman Rodino and Mr. Zietman of his staff are
departing for Vietnam today. DDCI pointed to Under Secretary of the
Army Beal's response to Question No. 13. Goodwin commented that
Beal's response was carried in the 19 August New York Daily News,

The Director asked Goodwin to provide a copy of this coverage. Houston
noted that| lof OGC will be departing for Vietnam this after-
noon.
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Bross noted he failed to mention yesterday the fact that, in his
and| onversations with Gardiner Tucker, the latter related
that he had reviewed our material on the verification problem and
noted that many of the troublesome points to the DDR&E have been taken
care of,

The Director noted that he had an opportunity to brief U. Alexis
Johnson yesterday on the Green Beret matter. He also reported that
he spoke with Secretary Laird. '

The Director suggested that Executive Committee members brief
their staffs on our noninvolvement in the Green Beret/Chuyen affair.

The Director noted that he, the DDCI, and the Executive Director
are to be briefed on ADP. After some discussion the Director asked
that the briefing be scheduled for 9:30 a. m. tomorrow.

Goodwin noted that he will be having lunch today with Hugh Sidey,
and the Directgr asked Goodwin to consult him before lunch.

Lehman noted Czech Party leader Husak's nation-wide speech
attacking the Dubcek regime.

L. K. White
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Washington, Aug. 18 ¢News | aspects of the cas?, Beal said

. Bureau) — “Experience indi- that Army personnel are occas-
' ) . - ionally detailed for duty with
catfzs” that t.he eight .Arm‘,.y - nonmilitary- agencies. But,

offices held in connectionwith || Begl said, although no infor-’

i the Green Beret murder case | mation was received from field’
7-were not acting under orders | commanders in Vietnam -

. " _from the CIA or any other | bout this particular case,
- non - Military agency, Army “Army staff experience indi-
"'~ Undersecretary Thaddeus 'R. | cates that. the suspect invol.’ .
. Beal said today. ved in this case were not sub- .

= _ Responoding to a seies of | ject to orders from outside.
i Rodino (D-N.J.) about alleged |- the military - chain. of com-
-~CIA involvement and other | mand. o " +»gyiadsl
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By Chalmers M. Roberts
‘Washington Post Staff Welter

The Nixon administration is
badly split on the erucial issue
of whether to propose to the
Soviet Union a joint morato-
rium on multiple warhead
(MIRV) testing in the forth-
coming strategic arms limita-
tion talks.

This has now become evi-
dent from the testimony, re-
Jeased last wecek, of two key
Pentagon officials and from
hitherto unreported letters to
Sen. Edward Brooke (R-Mass.)
by the Under Secretary of

blocki conducted MIRV hear-
ings during July and August
and in the Senate Brooke on
July 30 fired off letters to
President Nixon and other top
officials.

Brooke wrote that "lt is very
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to refrain from MIRV tests as

long as the Soviets also do so.|pre

A similar House resolution
has more than 100 backers.

Foster’s Position
Against that idea Foster

important for those
ing the adminisiration posi-
tion in the SALT talks not to
fall captive to a sense of inev-
itability regarding the ad-
vance of MIRV technology” by
either superpower.

Brooke rounded up 41 other
senators to back a resolution,
now pending in the Foreign
Relations Committee, which

would ask the administration

de these major
that any short-term morato-
rium on tests doubtless would
be stretched out; that there is
“still a question whether de-
ceptive MIRV testing (by the
Soviets) could in fact be de-
tected”; and that “an effective
limitation on _Soviet ABMs
should be a

THE WASHINGTON POST Tuesday, 4

19,199 A1

view uf us opponents, would This left unresolved the ques-{MIRVs into the strategic arms|
agreed joint tion of whether to try for ajbalance.
;ﬁ;g“;:;“e e oS ety auick moratorium on tests. ACDA’s
on a permanent ban. Mean| Under Secretary of State EL-|Smith on Aug.
while, on Foster's ot in|Brooke: I assure you that I
schedule, both sides pwbablY'Secretary Wiitiam P. Rogers’|feel no sense of inevitability
B menis anc|absence, on Aug. 1 wrote: I|regarding the advance of
making certain that the arms|Wholeheartedly agree that the|MIRV technology. 1 am per-
race reached a new level. control of MiRVs is one of the sonally hopeful that a M““’it
Brooke’s letter to Mr. Nixon |fundamental issues in the test ban will be a priority tar-
produced a presidential reply,|SALT talks and the adminis-|get in the SALT negotiation:
as reported last week, that the tration is working very hard| However, as you know, this is
United States would be pre-|on how to handle this prob-|a matter still under review by
pared to consndpr the poss\h!.lv lem. I don't think we have the President.
ty of a a ban|fallen captive in any sense| Neither of these replies

Te
st

Director Gerard
4 wrote

o
ban on further MIRV testing.”
This last argument, in the

State, the head of the Arms
Control and  Disarmament
Agency and White House for-
eign policy adviser Henry A.
Kissinger.

Central to the difference of

opinion, as yet unresolved by |

President Nixon despite sev-

eral National Security Council ¢

tected by the United States.

In this respect the current
argument is reminiscent of
the bitter debates during the
Eisenhower and _Kennedy
years which preceeded agree-
ment on the 1963 treaty to ban

nuclear tests in the atmos--

phere.

Tronically, it was exactly

one year ago today that Soviet |

Ambassador Anatoliy Dobry-¢
nin told the then Secretary of \
State, Dean Rusk, that Pre-|
mier Kosygin had agreed to a
summit meeting with then
President Johnson to open the
strategic  arms limitation
(SALT) talks. Two or three
days earlier Moscow had pro-
posed beginning the talks on
Sept. 30, 1968, and the summit
was to take place in Lenin-
grad, the second largest Soviet

city.

The Soviet invasion eof
Czechoslovakia the day after
Dobrynin’s message put the
SALT talks on the shelf. As of
today the Nixon administra-
tion is still awaiting a Soviet
suggestion on when they can
begin.
intervening year has
been critical. In the view of
some, the onrushing arms race
—abave all the rival develop-
ment of MIRV techniques—
means a point of no return
has been passed and the arms
race alrecady has reached a
new stage both in terrifying
weaponry and muiti-billion-
dollar costs.

Time Running Out

But others, especially those
in ACDA and State who des-
perately want to halt MIRV,
deny that the point of no re-
turn has been reached. They
concede that time is fast run-

£

ning out, however, with the
next few months likely to be!
crucial. That is why the cur-
rent argument within the
administration

begin is viewed on all sides as
so important.

To understand the current
situation it is necessary to go
back to a year ago.

Dobrynin’s answer was de-
livered to Rusk during the
course of a Potomac River
cruise the secretary had or-
ganized for a batch of ambas-
sadors. When the boat docked,
Rusk told Under Secretary Eu-

phone to inform the President.| -

Many have speculated that
the Kremlin was involved in
some sort of double-dealing
with  Washington, agreeing
one day to a summit and the

next day invading Czechoslo-|

vakia.  Actually, howaver,|
there is some evidence to the J
contrary.
Last-Minute Decision

1t is now known that a cou-
ple days earlier, when the So-
viets proposed Sept. 30 as thc’
opening date for the SALT|
talks, they had suggested mak-'
ing the proposal public on;
what turned out to be a day or
two after the invasion. This!
fact lends support to the;

theory that while the Kremlin "

had its troops poised for the
invasion, the actual demsum
was a last-minute affai

At any rate SALT was de-
rail in September,
1958, .Yohn S Foster, the Pen-
tagon’s research chief, said in
his testimony, the two: year,
long MIRV test series bega
The Johnson - administration
then had not taken a hard po-
sition one way or the other on
whether to seek at the outset
of the talks a MIRV freeze.
ACDA favored the idea; the
Joint Chiefs of Staff opposed
it at the time.

Foster testified before a
House Foreign Affairs sub-
committee that the MIRV
tests are now ‘“one-third to,
halfway through” and will be|
completed by either next May
or June “with first deploy-
ment following closely there-
after.” He also said Soviet
tests of their SS9, a big mis |
sile with a triplet warhead,|
“probably” are MIRV tests,
too, and that deployment prob-
ably will begin “sometime in
the latter half of next year.”

Hearings in House

Since  President  Nixon’s
March 14 announcement that
he wamc(l a limited anti-ballis-
tic le (ABM) defense, con-
greesmnal especially senato-
rial, efforts to limit the arms
race hav> centered on delay-
ing the ABM. In the House,
however, Rep. Clement J. Za-

™

4
i

n MIRV fests in mu' dlscns— with regard to the inevitabil-|made any mention of the

Sions with the Soviet Union of the introduction of|objections raised by Foster,

objections which were backed
at the House hearings by War-

en Nutter, assistant defense
ecretary for international se.

curity affairs. Other officials
say that both Richardson and
Smith are prepared to risk
what Foster considers unriska-
ble—that

is, the possibility
that the Soviets would be able
0 cheat on a ban.

Differing Views

At the Aug. 5 House hearing

Rep. Donald Fraser (D-Minn.) |been
told Foster that “we have had

generally differing and more
negative views from the De-
fense Department, including

Administration Split on Proposal for MIRV Moratorium

the statement you made today,
than we have heard from any
other source.”

The MIRV issue has many
more complications than_ has

een indicated here, both

sides made clear. Further Na-
tional Security Council meet-
ings are in prospect before
Mr. Nixon settles the Ameri-
can position.

Meanwhile, a State Depart-
ment spokesman said once
again yesterday that there has
no Soviet reply on when
to begin the talks, It now ap-
pears there will be no re-
sponse until at least sometime

next mont

e ———
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‘Berets’ @me Weﬁim
§een M m@r agwe

. . By Robert G Kaiser -

. Washington Post Forelgn Sexvice R '
SAIGON, Aug. 19—The ap-|ordered to report to Camp

parent viclim in the Green Goodman, a_Speclal Forces

‘Beret murder case was a 31- camp in downtown ‘Saigon, for

.year-old native of North Viet-
‘nam known to his family as an |questioning about his refusal;

-interpreter for U.S. Special|to perform.an unspeciﬁed se-
1Forces troops. " jeret mission for the Gxeen Be-
[ Unless descriptions offered; frets. Vo,
‘by the victim’s wife and ! :
‘brother today are wildly mis-! On the mornmg of June 12
'leading, the dead man was al-. Chuyen left his home on the
imost certainly not a major outskirts of Saigon and went
U.S. intelligence agent or anjto Camp Goodman. That after-
important Vietnamese official. noon he was brought bick to
Instead, the picture thatithe house by an American
emerges is of a relatively low-1Spec1a1 Forces officer and a
level operator. "~ |South Vietnamese officer who
_The_victim, apparently. was’searched his house. :
Thai Khac Couyen. A garbled That night Chuyen was afl-
version of this name was re- lov;’ed to P%Odh%me alone, dh;S
wife reporte e appeared to
leased Friday by George Gre- ‘be ‘in an agitated state, she
‘gory, an attorney for one of o34 He told her he had ‘been
the eight Green Berets ac- questioned while sitting in
cused in the case.\GUCSOTY:!ywhat' she called an “electric
said he thought the name was . chair,” probably a polygraph.
“a cover.” * | Sources close to the accused
Chuyen’s brother read .of Borets have said the victim
Gregory’s press conference m\ wa§ questioned with & poly-
a Vietnamese newspaper and, graph and with sodium pen-

volunteered his story to aitathol, often called the “truth
local journalist today. It fit tsi serum.”

almost perfectly with facts of: On the morning of June 13,
'the .case that have already: Chuyen went off again to
been confirmed. ! Camp Goodman. He told his

" Meanwhlle, ‘the U.S. Army wife, she said today, that if ‘he’

‘ennounced today -that the did not return, she should go

elght suspects. in - the case had to the camp and ask for infor-
'been moved from maximum matlon abou‘ﬁ hls Whereabouts

Chuyen has not been ‘seen
security solltary conﬁnement r heard from since. His wife

Anto air-conditioned quarters sa1d she went to: Camp Good-
loosely guarded by mihtary man to ask aboit him, but was

%PSO p84A001800110059-2

served first in the Ashau Val-icontend that the CIA said
ley area near the Laotian bor-- ‘they should “terminate with
der in northern South Viet- extreme prejudice” their rela-
“-nam. Later he worked in Tay- tions with the agent, a vhrase'

ninh Province,” which adjoins. they interpreted as meaning

,ments

" Cambodia, then in Cantho- ine
‘the Mekong Delta, and finally®

in Mochoa.

In his Ilast asmgnment
Chuyen ‘had told his family,.
the translated secret .docu:;
captured;: - from the
Commumsts His' ‘wife ‘said
_today that Chuyen had no in-
terest in politics;” and that he
always, dreamed of_ living, a
pnacefu’l life. with' his family
He was born in Thanhhoa
Province’in what 1s now North

Vietnam,

they should kill him.

According to a source close’
to the defense, the Green Be-
rets asked the CIA to do its
own dirty work, but this re-
quest was refused — or per-
haps the agency denied want:
ing to do away with the man.
However, this source said, the
.soldiers :decided-the man had:
to be kllled because the infors;
-mation “ he possessed - endan-?
gered the hves of toe many'
men.. {

Chuyen’s wife said that if
her husband were dead, she
was entitled to at least three
months of his salary. He made
15,000 piasters a month, shej
said—about $125. o
" Information gathered
small‘ pieces from American
'sources here in recent days
also suggests that the Green
Beret case involves misjudg-

|ment and confusion rather}
ithan any startling intrigue.
| Some of these sources have an

interest in conveying such an
impression, but their , story
seems to merit senous consxd-
eration nevertheless. o

The story goes gsomething
like this: the Gréen Berets de-
cided that & man in their em-
ploy — presumably Chuyen —
was working for the other :
side. As reported earlier, this| .
decision was based on photo-|
graphs of enemy operatives
taken in Cambodia. The:Be-|
rets thought they recognized

tos.
|Lie Detector Test

"police. The move followed pro-;
" tests from at least three con:;
‘gressmen .over the Army’s

itreatment of the suspects, who!

i told - by Americans there that
. they knew nothmg about her
! hushand.

leled June 20

The Berets then hegan to
question the man, using a Po-{a
lygraph, sodium pentathol and
perhaps other techniques.”Ac-j-
{eording to a source close to.
'the accused men, the poly;.

in

their employee in these ~pho-' 1
: :{and. throw® him' and seven.oth-
| ers 'into prison even before‘an

K Lawyers representing tne
Green Berets contend there is:
no case against their clients. A
second civilian attorney,’
Henry B. Rothblatt of New
York, entered the case today.,
Rothblatt “who."_has: iwritten
two books‘_,on criminal law
with F. Lee Bailey, said the
Army’s case was based on “the’
flimsiest . eV1dence” and “ap-
pears .to be a situation where
somebody goofed.” He'is rep:
-resenting three of the defend-
ants. L

However;; & source whov
should know the facts has re-
vealed that several of the ac-
.cused: 7 Green ‘Berets , have
made- ‘_ mcrxmmatmg state-g
.ments whicéh are a. swmfxcant
part-of-the prosecutxon s case.

Question Remalns e e

" This verslon of events’
‘leaves unanswered one key
question: Why did the Army
suddenly relieve Col. Robert
Rheault of his command of
the Gxeen Berets in Vietnam

investigation into the incident
was completed, and then issue"
a press release announcmg the
arrests? - e
“Some sources say thxs appar-
entIy odd ‘hehavior can: ‘be ex-
plained by ‘the top command’s

. graph test indicated that:th& loss of patience with the meth--

‘have not yet been formauyh The army ‘h s"" announced‘ suspect was workmg o e 'ods and. atiitudes ‘of the Spe—

charged
Relatives’ Story:

This is 't‘ho story told - by
.Thai Khae Chuong, brother of
the apparent victim, and the
victim’s wife, Phan Kim Lien:

On the afternoon of last;
June 11, Chuyen arrived unex-,
pectedly in Saigon from Mo--
‘choa in Kientuong Province,
just a few miles below the:

Cambodian border, whez‘e.he»"th e Green

ber, 1963, hlS;

-was stationed ‘with U.S."Spe-
.clal Forces troops. Chuyen
told his, wife that he hAQE

-

*Beret case was murdered on,
"June 20,

| that the victim in the Green Communists.

one  week  after'Berets apparently approached
Chuyen: dxsappeared Other re- ithe U.S. Central Intelligence
Jiable sources have- said that! Aﬂency, which reportedly di-
the victim ‘was an intelligence {rects some Green Beret opera-
operative who went into Cam-{tions and plays a role in oth-

. bodia for the Green Berets. ers. The soldiers asked the

‘This oonforms with Chuyen’s: CIA what to do with the man.
:brother’ s‘ report that he was. The agency's reply is a mat-
based in.Mochoa, just outside ter of sharp debate, and is:

‘a sectxon ,of C'ah'lbodla that is, likely to be a crucial issue in®
".heavily used by Vi
‘troops. ,

ng‘a the pre-trial' investigation of:
. ; ¥ lthe. eight men-and any subse-.
Chuyen went' to. work for quent court martial, if charges
B,erets in Decem-,.are pressed. The Green Be-
famﬂy saxd Heirets, or_at least some of them,
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With this information, the

ular Army commanders have
long harbored distaste for the
Green Berets and their tactics,
and that this episode was the
proverbial last straw.

Another version is that the
CIA was fed up with the
Green Berets taking matters
into their own hands, and
pressed the Pentagon to make:
an example of this case. The’
Pentagon agreed, according to’
this version, in part because of:
its distaste for.the Green Be-
rets. ..

There is still no good exd
1planation for the Army’s arbi-
t of the sus-
ipects,-or for the decision to
*[announce ‘they.were suspected.

‘oon ..inue :

.cial, Forces. It is.said that.reg-
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of murder before formal

charges were brought. ]
Today's announcement that

~~|the men have been removed

. . |from solitary confinement sug-
-gests that the earlier arbitrary
treatment may have been a
{mistake—a mistake the Army
has acknowiedged by transfer:
ring the prisoners to comfortas
ble surroundings.

As for when the case may
{come to a head, the Army is ] :
not saying. Today's official L : '
statement released on the ' ' . ‘ . ’
transfer of the prisoners said : o
the “duration of the prelimi- : : : '
nary investigation . . . cannot '
ibe predicted.”) . o
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